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Sir: 



Replying to the Office Action mailed April 22, 2004, 
please amend as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the 
listing of claims which begins on page 2 of this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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Amendments To The Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims ; 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for the diagnosis 
and therapy of chronic heart failure comprising continuous 
monitoring of the patient and continuous determination of 
significant decompensation parameters during a sample period 
of normal patient life, recording the data determined, 
continuously monitoring these data during therapy, comparing 
the memorized data with those determined during the same time 
span of the sample period and comparing the duration of 
periods in which decompensation is present with the total 
duration of those periods during which decompensation is 
absent or conforms to that determined during the sample 
period , wherein the memorized parameters comprise the curve of 
ventricular contractile force variation as a function of heart 
rate . 

Claims 2-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 1, charactcriocd in that wherein the memorized 
parameters are the heart rate, the ventricular contractile 
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force, and the curve of force variation as a function of heart 
rate. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd in that wherein the memorized 
parameters are the heart rate, the ventricular contractile 
force, and the curve of force variation as a function of heart 
rate at determined moments of the sample period. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd b y in which memorizing the force- 
frequency curve variations occurs at least during a period 
equal to the sample period. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd in that deriving the force data arc 
derived _ from the intracardiac pressure curves. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd in that deriving the force data a^ee 
derived from the peripheral pressure curves. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd in that deriving the force data arc 
derived from the ventricular volumes. 
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11. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, eharactcriocd in that deriving the force data aaee 
derived from the pressure/volume relationship. 

12 . (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, eharactcriocd in that deriving the force data are 
derived from cardiac tone (force of contraction and/or rate of 
tension development) . 

13. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, characterised in that deriving the force data arc 
derived v ia impedance. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, eharactcriocd in that d eriving the force data a^ee 
derived from-' Doppler flow measurement. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, eharactcriocd in that deriving the force data are 
derived with echo-Doppler . 

16. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, eharactcriocd in that deriving the force data are 
derived from a combination of all or part of the following 
parameters: the intracardiac pressure curves, the peripheral 
pressure curves, the ventricular volumes, the pressure/volume 
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relationship, the cardiac tone, the impedance, the Doppler 
flow measurement, the echo-Doppler measurement. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd in that expressing the ventricular 
force io cxprcoocd as dP/dt/EDV, which indicates the maximal 
rate of left ventricular pressure development divided by end- 
diastolic volume (EDV) . 

18. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in 
claim 5, charactcriocd in that expressing the ventricular 
force io cxprcoocd as sP/ESV, which indicates the left 
ventricular end-systolic pressure volume ratio (end-systolic 
ventricular pressure divided by the end- systolic volume) . 

Claims 19-31. (Canceled) 
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